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Diocesan Convention February 5-7 in Albany

 
The Annual Convention of the Diocese of Georgia will be held in Albany February 5-7.
This will be the last Annual Convention that Bishop Henry Louttit will preside. The
Bishop will be retiring in January, 2010 upon the consecration of the 10th Bishop of
Georgia to be held in Savannah in January, 2010.
 
Christ Episcopal Church’s delegations to this convention are Craig Gannaway, Len
Kisalus, and Bonnie McMullan. The alternates are Jim McMullan and Mary Anne Miller.
Not only are these individuals delegates to the 2009 Annual Convention of the Diocese,
but they are also delegates to the Election Convention for the 10th Bishop of the Diocese
to be held in Dublin on September 12, 2009.
 
One of the highlight for this Convention will be the first reading of the petition for St.
Luke’s, Hawkinsville, and King of Prince Missions to become parishes. The second
and final readings and acceptance will be at the 2010 Convention to be held in Savannah
in January, 2010. Current plans have the 2010 Convention immediately following the
consecration of the new Bishop with the new Bishop presiding.
 
The election of the 10th Bishop of Georgia will be held in Dublin on Saturday, September
12, 2009, at the Dubose Porter Center at the Heart of Georgia Technical College. Christ
Episcopal Church will be the host Parish for the 2009 Election Convention.

Christ Episcopal Church Youth caroling during the
Parish Annual Christmas Carol Party.

Maryan Harris following the
Christmas Candlelight Service.
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Christ Episcopal Church
General Fund Account 

November 30, 2008
 

General Fund Income 

Beginning from September                         $    5,947.05
Monthly Of fering and Interest                       10,477.76
                                                                      __________
Total Income                                                $  16,424.81
                                                                       __________
General Fund Expense 

Payroll                                                          $     4,465.24
Ideris Reynolds (Nursery)                                      64.00
AT&T                                                      117.76
Alexanders                                                             138.13
Bradmark                                                                58.90
Fr. Miler  Expense Reimbursement                     274.95
Utilities (GPG, City, BellSouth)                       1,496.46
Brian’ s Giant Subs                                                 45.00
ECCEBT                                                            1,487.00
Sesai Lopez                                                            200.00
Pitney Bowes                                                         661.66
Dublin Wholesale                                                  257.43
Kristi Shradar                                                         87.56
James Crabb                                                         667.80
Southern Printing                                                 208.91
Bank of Dudley Visa                                             141.15
Allgood Pest                                                           106.00
CCLI                                                                      104.00
ECW                                                                           9.00
Lausch Electric                                                       81.66
Cokesbury                                                               37.42
Wells Fargo                                                           226.65
Laur ens County                                                      84.70
Ashby Co.                                                                58.05
                                                                         _________
Total General  Fund Expense                      $ ,664.88
                                                                        
Ending General Fund Balance                    $   4,759.93
                                                              ======== 

[Note: The Annual Budget for 2008, approved by the
Vestry and the Congregation and revised in August, 2008,

is $168,128. The monthly income needed is $14,011
making the weekly income requirement of $3,233.]

  

Christ Episcopal Church
Fund Balances 

November 30, 2008
 

General Fund                                               $    4,759.93
Building Fund                                                    2,040.69
Money Market                                                 10,769.05
Memorial Fund                                                  2,866.64
EYC                                                                          51.68
Men’s Club                                                            353.21
James Crabb Epis. Ctr. Fund                           2,722.78
                                                               
Total Balance on Hand                                $  25,563.98
                                                                      =========

Ricks Johnson and Gayle Mertz repairing the book
racks in the pews.
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How Much Money Should I Put In The Offering Plate?
 

From The Episcopal Handbook
 
As much or as little as you like.
 
Like most churches, Episcopal congregations exist mainly on donations from our members.
 
Once a year most parishes run a “stewardship” or “pledge campaign,” asking each individual or family to make a
financial promise for the upcoming year. We then total those promises and create our budget.
 
In general, Episcopal parishes spend the majority of their money on salaries, building upkeep, and programming and
outreach. Since the first two tend to be fixed costs, the more money that is collected, the more a church’s ministry can
be expanded into new programs and help to those outside the parish.
 
Of course, donations also come in the form of volunteer time. For example, electricians help with the maintenance
and accountants help audit the books, which can be priceless.
 
However, the main reason for giving to a church has less to do with paying bills and much more to do with cultivating
generous hearts. God wants you and me to be generous (2 Corinthians 9:7). The Lord wants us to be known not by the
kind of car we drive, the size of the house we live in, or the jewelry we wear, but by our love. As Christ gave himself
away for us, so too are we asked to give of ourselves away to others. So the old adage “give ‘til it hurts” comes to
mind – but, in fact, it could be better phrased as “give ‘til it feels good.”
 
That is why the Episcopal Church asks its members to use the tithe (10 percent of one’s income) as a starting point.
Tithing is never a requirement for membership; most parishes gratefully receive any contributions. However, money
is a spiritual issue and our churches address it by gently challenging their members to grow – to strive less for
acquiring things for ourselves, and doing more to help those in need.
 
Bottom line: when the plate gets passed, use your own discretion. Few people know (or care) how much money you
put in. How much we give is between God and ourselves. But know that any contribution will be appreciated and, or
course, tax deductible.
 
[The Episcopal Handbook: New York, NY, Morehouse Publishing, 2008, pp. 46-47]

Acolytes at the
Christmas

Candlelight
Service.
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Christ Episcopal Church
Minutes

Vestry Meeting
29 October, 2008

1.  Call to Order/opening Scripture .
The Very Reverend Louis O. Miller, Jr. opened the Vestry meeting with prayer and reading from Proverbs 12-
6.  The second reading came from the last two verses from Ecstasies.    Members present were Father Miller,
Bonnie McMullan Sr. Warden, Len Kisalus Jr. Warden, Pat Childers Treasurer, Rhonda King Clerk, William
Steele, Karen West, Jimmy Vaughn, and Bill Colston, Craig Gannaway.    Absent; Dent Yates.

2.  Approval of Agenda
Father Miller asked for approval of the agenda (attachment 1).   Bill Steele moved the agenda be ap-
proved, Craig 2nd the motion, agenda approved.

3.  Bylaws clarification on Secret ary, Treasurer , Vestry Meetings, Election of V estry and W ardens.  Bylaws
Abstract (attachment 2)

Fr. Miller stated he did not read anywhere in the by-laws that neither the Treasurer nor Secretary did not have
voice at the Vestry meetings.  Discussion followed regarding Treasurer and Secretary speaking at the Vestry
meeting.  Len motioned that both Treasurer and Secretary be allowed to speak at the Vestry meeting forever,
Bill Steele 2nd the motion, Bonnie, Len, Jimmy, Bill Steele voted yes, Bill Colston, Craig, Karen voted no,
motion carried.  Father Miller further stated that no where did he see that the meetings were opened to the
membership.  He further stated that Vestry members are either playing to the audience, or seems to be afraid
to speak with an audience.  Discussion followed as to reasons why church members should or should not be
present at meetings and the distribution/approval process of the minutes.  Discussion of Wardens and Vestry
eligibility for election to office followed. Church goers eligibility to vote also was addressed. It was agreed by
all that a list comprised of confirmed, current pledging, and communicants of the church eligible to vote
should be made by the Priest, Church Secretary and Pledge Secretary and brought to the Vestry for approval.
Karen also mentioned that the Church Directory needs to be updated.

4.  Approval of the minutes of the September 24 V estry meeting (attachment 3)
Fr. Miller asked everyone to read the minutes and asked for corrections.  Fr. Miller asked if it would be easier
to read if paragraphs were numbered, all agreed.  Karen asked that paragraph 4 be amended to say that Pat
stated the TV35 bill was not received until July, after the other bills were paid off by the loan from Mr. Crabb.
Bill Colston requested page 2, paragraph 3 to read Molly Gannaway.  Karen requested James be changed to
Jimmy (referring to Jimmy Vaughn).  2009 nominating committee should read “Louis stated that they be
current in their pledges”.  Page 2 nominees are amended to say Marie and Peter Vedder and Kim and Jim
Garnto.  Karen moved the minutes be accepted as amended, Bill Colston 2nd the motion, all agreed, minutes
approved as amended.

 5.  Treasurer ’s Report – Pat Childers
 a. September Financial Report (attachment 4)

Pat asked if everyone had a copy of the report.  Pat clarified an individual wrote a check for specific
funds which was placed in the general fund, $200 was given to the EYC while $300 was given to the
JCEC building fund.   Pat also explained the ECW money for books was placed into the general fund
then a check was written to the ECW for that amount.  Fr. Miller stated additional monies came in for
the JCEC in the amount of $1900 which came in last week.

Fr. Miller stated collections on Sundays have been dismal of late.  Bill Steele asked if there was any
specific Sunday collection was better than another.  Pat stated the 1st and 2nd Sundays are better,
while the last Sunday seems to be the worst.  Fr. Miller stated the 2nd Sundays are supposed to be for
the Discretionary fund.  Bill Colston  moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Bill Steele
2nd the motion, all aye, motion approved.

6.  Junior W arden’ s (Building and Grounds) report – Len Kisalus
Len stated Fr. Miller reported squirrels are getting into the church.  Bonnie stated she thinks there is a
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small leak in the storage area.  Coffee cups were wet along the inside wall.

7.  Items for discussion, consideration, and action
  a,   Pledging to date for 2009 – S tewardship/Finance Committee

Fr. Miller reported for the Finance and Stewardship Committee.  About 15 pledges came in with an average
of $3000 per pledge.  More came in this past Sunday.  Fr. Miller stated Molly Gannaway dropped out of the
committee and Ethel Ann Kibler is now on the committee replacing Molly.

b.Christmas Eve T elecast
Citing that last years Christmas Eve service was telecasted with TV35 and reran 3 times during the Christ-
mas period and a DVD of the service was placed in the County 200 year celebration time capsule, Fr. Miller
asked if we would like to telecast this year’s service.  Craig Gannaway offered to call TV 35 and if they did
not want to donate the time he would pay for it.  Fr. Miller and Vestry members thanked Craig for his
generous offer.

         c.   Review of goals set by 2007 V estry
Fr. Miller asked if we would like to reconsider the Tag team and get it back to work. He also would like the
Vestry to brainstorm the possibility of getting a community project or two going and everyone working on it.
Karen asked if we had been reimbursed for the TAG team travel expenses to New Orleans last year.  Pat
stated she was waiting for the paperwork from Tom and Ken.  Craig stated they were starting big brothers
big sisters club….basically starting from the ground up. He will check out our possible participation in this
organization.  Karen asked that we could have interdenominational activities such as Habitat for Humanity
and the Celtic Eucharist Services. Jimmy stated different churches had different things going on each day
during Easter, another possibility.  Bach lunches are going to be a part of our Easter program again this
coming year.

8.Committee/Ministry Report s as appropriate:
a.   Nominating Committee Report (attachment 5)

Fr. Miller reported that the Nominating committee met last night.  While Craig was not In attendance,
the ECW’s President, Rhonda King and Men’s Club President, Ken Shradar nominated the following:
Sr. Warden -  Tom McCain, Jr. Warden  -  Len  Kisalus, Vestry Nominees; Craig Gannaway, Rhonda
King, Peter Vedder, Ken Schrader, Huff Forness.  Although some people are well qualified but not
confirmed, Fr. Miller stated the Bishop would confirm if needed.

b.Evangelism Committee Report
Bill Steele reported that the CASA dinner is well on its way for 85 people.  More children and more parents
will be attending.  The CASA staff is very enthused about Christ Church doing this with them for the
children.  This is a very heartwarming experience for everyone involved.   Bill went on to say that this is the
one thing he has seen in a long time that at least 99.44% like to participate, agree to participate, and want
to participate and for Christ’s Church this is a most positive action.  He further stated to feel free to drop by
any time the Tuesday before Thanksgiving from 4-7 PM.  He also stated he would like to see this expanded
in some way or another in the future.

9.unresolved Parish Issues or Complaint s
Fr. Miller asked for any unresolved issues.  Karen noted the meeting with Al Talley never was realized.  Fr.
Miller asked that Karen see him after the meeting and he will explain.  He also stated Mr. Talley is leaving the
diocese

10.Senior W ardens Report – Rector ’s Report
LEM lecture training was held.  Fr. Miller stated he was pleased to see so many from Christ Church.  Karen
thanked Fr. Miller for bringing back the Lectionary Book.  Positive reports came back and approved by the
diocese to continue the lectures as long as it does not interfere with the training at Honey Creek.  Fr. Miller
stated he would like to see similar training for the acolytes.

cont’d on page 6
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November 9th, a Convocation assembly of the director and Sr. Warden (Jr. Warden if Sr. Warden is unable to
attend) will be held.  Sister Ellen Francis will be here to talk about the order of St. Helena.

Citing the outing at the state park was so successful, they are thinking of having another gathering in the spring,
as well as the Clergy exchange after Easter.  The Transition Committee has had one retreat with the diocesan
staff to help the staff and ease the bishop on his transition out.  The goal is to have 5 nominees done by early
summer so a walkabout can be done and to have the election held in Dublin in September.

Karen noted the meeting with Al Talley never was realized.  Fr. Miller asked that Karen see him after the meeting
and he will explain.  He also stated Mr. Talley is leaving the diocese.

11.Closing Prayer/adjournment
Fr. Miller closed the meeting with prayer.  Bill Colston motioned to end the meeting, Len 2nd the motion, all
agreed. Meeting closed.

Next meeting will be held December 17th, 2008

Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda J. King
Clerk, Vestry

To:  All Women of Christ Episcopal Church  
I would like to take this opportunity to invite each and every woman to come join the Episcopal Church Women of Christ Church. 
We are an eclectic group of women that fully understand what it is to be a member of Christ Church and are dedicated to the work of
God.  We duly appreciate His blessings and affirm our actions by supporting each other, Christ Church, its congregants, the local
community and the Diocese.  We do this by creating an atmosphere of a loving and caring sisterhood, ready to help in any way
possible. 

Last year the ECW held a bazaar, made crochet and knitted blankets for the sick children at the Ronald McDonald House in Macon,
donated time and food for the CASA children and their families for Thanksgiving, donated monies to various local non profit
organizations, sent Christ Church children to summer camp, and given book scholarships to deserving students in need, just to name
a few of the things we do. 

This year promises to be no exception in the support we can give to ourselves, the community and the Church.  There are plans in the
making for a formal tea for women of the South, a yard sale, and again to hold our annual Cookie Walk and Old Thyme Country Store
sale with a bit of a twist.  We know every woman has something to offer, share, construct or cook to make these things happen.  It is
going to take a bit of time, some manual labor and a lot of heart.

If you are willing to take a bit of your time, give some of your manual labor and all the heart you can muster, please come and join
us in the planning and organizing of our efforts to help make this a better world in which we live.  The giving of oneself, time and
special talent (whether it be advising or doing) is one of the most difficult things to do in life.  We become creatures of habit and
selfish with our day to day living, our families, and our own little comfort zone.  We seem to dedicate an hour or two on Sunday
mornings to The Word of the Lord, but have a problem in executing the actions of the Lord.  We realize not everyone has the ability
to give of themselves, but if you are willing to share a small part of your life with us the rewards will be greater than you can
imagine.     

Come join us on the last Friday of each month, starting 30 January, at 1:00PM for a wonderful social luncheon and business meeting
to help plan and execute the work we were meant to do.  Or, for those that work or have other daily obligations, we now have an
evening gathering at Walke Hall the first Wednesday of every month following the Wednesday evening service starting 4 February,
7:30 PM.
 
In God’s Love,
  
Rhonda J. King,
President, ECW
478-984-4519

cont’d from page 5



7

Parish Briefs
-Nancy Colston outbidded everyone for the Christmas (Doll) House constructed this fall by the young people under the
supervision of Rhonda King. Money from the house was donated, by the youth, to the James Crabb Episcopal Center.
Congratulations Nancy and thank you, kids, for the wonderful construction job and for the donation to the JCEC.

-Confirmation Classes will begin on Thursday Evening January 29 and run through to end of March. This is in preparation
for the Bishop’s Annual Visit which will be Sunday, May 31. Persons interested in Confirmation or Reaffirmation
should sign up for these classes. Sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall.

-The EYC is planning a mission trip this spring or summer to Appalachia and will be going to summer camp at Honey
Creek. The youth are beginning to collect money for these trips. The “penny jars” as you come into the Parish Hall for
the collection of pennies (or whatever you wish to put into them) will go towards these activities for the youth. So bring
you loose change and drop it into the “penny jars.”

-EDIT OR NEEDED: The Chronicles is an important communication vehicle for the Parish and the friends of the
Parish. We are looking for someone to be the editor of this monthly Church newsletter. If you are interested and wish to
volunteer for this assignment in the Church Family, please contact Fr. Miller  at 272-3003.

-“Lights . . . Camera . . . Action!” Each month the Chronicles, the Church newsletter, brings articles relating to activities,
ministries, and items of interest to the Parish Family. There are several of you who have digital cameras. We need
pictur es for the Chronicles. Why not bring your  cameras to Church functions and activities and help us to chronicle the
Church and Church Family via pictures, pictures you capture. For fur ther details, call Fr. Miller .

-Discretionary Fund: The discretionary fund is a very important and positive part of who we are as Christians, “feeding
and tending to God’s sheep,” especially the least among us. This fund, by nature of its purpose and its success, is held in
confidence by the priest for obvious reasons. The folks it has helped in the past have not only been folks who were
“strangers” to Christ Episcopal Church, but also, at times, members of our own Parish family who have found it
comforting and available in emergencies. Lately, the fund has been virtually non-existent causing us to turn away many
people. Please know that this fund has absolutely nothing to do with the politics or the general fund and memorial fund
operations of Christ Episcopal Church. It has everything to do with the helping God’s Children who are in dire need.
What this fund provides are:

Meals
Lodging
Medical Assistance
Rental Assistance
Utility Assistance
Special Needs
Travel
Clothing especially to young children

 -Christ Episcopal Church is known for its generosity and for being the Church that  helps. Without funds available
in the discretionary fund, it cannot live up to its special calling on this corner in Dublin and to the calling by God to “feed
his sheep.” There are folks in the Dublin area who are struggling just to pay their light bills, let alone putting food on the
table and paying rent or mortgages. Not only is our discretionary fund extreme low, but our food bank is empty. Any
help you can give to either will be greatly appreciation by those whom they help.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held immediately following the 10:30 Service on Sunday,
January 25, 2009. During this meeting, the election of the Vestry for 2009 will be held.
Nominations for all offices should be into the Church Office no later than Sunday, January
18.
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Vestry Nominees

The nominations for the 2009 Vestry: Vestry Members (2009-2011):
Senior Warden:     Tom McCain (agreed) Huf f Forness (agreed)
Junior Warden:     Len Kisalus (agreed) Craig Gannaway (agreed)

Ken Shradar (agreed)

Ar ticle IV.Election of Wardens and Vestry, Christ Episcopal Church Bylaw

              D.  Nominations

1.A slate of nominees shall be recommended to the parish by a Nominating Committee composed of the
Rector, the President of the ECW, the President of the Men’s Club, and the two retiring vestry
members. Should any of these persons be unavailable, there shall be no appointments or
substitutions to the Nominating Committee, but the Committee shall serve as comprised, less the
persons unavailable.

2.Nominations from the floor shall be permitted for any position to be filled. (*)

E.Balloting

1.Balloting shall be by written, secret ballot, except when unanimous consent, election by acclamation,
or the submission of only one candidate for the post makes such written balloting unnecessary.

2.The vacant posts on the Vestry shall be filled by one common balloting, as opposed to separate
elections for each post. Each voting communicant shall vote for one nominee for each post to be
filled. The vacant posts shall be filled by the nominees receiving the highest total votes.

3.The Junior Warden and Senior Warden shall be elected in separate elections. Election to either office
shall require only a plurality of the votes cast in the respective elections, unless there be more than
three persons nominated for these offices. If more than three persons are nominated for Junior or
Senior Warden, and none of the nominees receives a majority on the first balloting, then there shall
be a runoff between the two nominees receiving the most votes cast in the respective elections. The
nominee receiving the most votes in the run-off shall be considered elected.

F.Voting Eligibility : No person shall be entitled to vote at any parish meeting except communicants of
Christ Church, Dublin. A communicant shall be defined as one who has been confirmed, and who is in
communion, that is, one who is regular in church attendance and receives Holy Communion, and who
has signed a pledge of offering to the church’s work for the year in which the election takes place, and
who has been resident in Christ Church for not less than six months. It is understood that the signing of
a pledge by the head of a family will serve to qualify other adult members of the family as pledgers. It is
further understood that personal service in parish or mission work will serve to qualify the person so
serving as a contributor or pledger to the church.

(*) In reference to Article IV.2, persons nominating individuals should first obtain permission from the nominee
prior to making the nomination. It is requested that all nominees be into the Church Office no later than Sunday,
January 18 in order that the ballots may be prepared for the January 25 election. As a courtesy to the nominee(s) and
the Rector, prior to nominating someone to the position of Senior Warden the counsel of the Rector should be
sought. The Senior Warden is also the Rector’s Warden.
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Rector’s Remarks
 
I belong to a Monday Night Group (meets once a month) that researches and presents papers on a multitude of topics.
My presentation is coming up this month and the topic I have chosen is the Creation: Science - Theology. In preparing
this brief, I was humbled by the presence of God in the quest we, as his human creatures, have embarked upon to
discover the “how” and the “why” of creation. It occurred to me while I was in the midst of preparing this opus that our
problems on this earth are pale in comparison to the complexity of creation, yet, I was deeply struck by the fact that in
the continuing creation process, God stops to tend to us, his children, that he did take pains to insure our salvation and
redemption. What an awesome Abba!
 
We have left 2008 behind us. Have we left the problems we perceive we had (and have) in 2008 behind us? If God,
through his Beloved, Christ, can forgive and erase our transgressions can we not see that what we thought were
problems are actually opportunities for us, as the Body of Christ, the Christian Community, at Christ Episcopal Church
and rally around and serve God . . . to find ways to enhance our mission to “make Christ known in our lives and in the
lives of others?”
 
Somewhere in 2008 we temporarily lost ourselves. In doing so, we let ourselves, our children, and most of all, God,
down. We got embroiled in, of all things, secular and material matters that hindered our opportunity to serve God to the
fullest. We have left 2008 behind us. Hopefully, it will stay behind us and we can move forward in 2009 with the Holy
Spirit as our guide and God’s work as our continuing goal.
 
Don’t get me completely wrong, we started out 2008 with a burst of enthusiasm from 2007 but in the middle, lost that
luster. However, we seemed to have regrouped and ended 2008 with some great efforts. We had the CASA Thanksgiving
Dinner and Christmas for children (and their natural parents) who might otherwise not have had that moment of peace
and joy in their lives . . . our prison ministry is going very strong with two of the members of that “mission” seeking
process for ordination . . . we did manage to send several of our children to Honey Creek and through Betty Gernert, we
were the “host” parish for Kamp Phun with several of our people and young adults participating as counselors . . . the
ECW had its annual Olden Days Antique Store and Cookie Walk . . . over the Christmas Holidays via the discretionary
fund we were able to provide shelter and food for a young homeless family . . . we have our food pantry restocked and
near the end of the year we were (and still are) feeding a lot of hungry people . . . we are at the center of the Diocese and
Central Convocation and have provided support for the Diocese Nominating Committee and Transition Committee for
the election of the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Georgia . . . and we are beginning to see new faces and the return of
some “old” faces to the parish to worship.
 
For 2009, we have great opportunities in which to enhance our mission and our ability to properly serve God. The
James Crabb Episcopal Center is beginning to be renovated (Marshall Jackson is the Committee Chairman) . . . our
EYC is planning a mission trip to Appalachia and also planning camp at Honey Creek . . . Kamp Phun will be held in
the summer . . . our Contemporary Service is planning to revamp and re-ignite itself . . . and, hopefully, we will
continue to see new faces to help build our ranks. We must, without hesitation and pause, reinstitute our Christian
Education program for the children and we must, without fail this year, open the summer with Vacation Bible School.
 
We got a glimpse at what we can do during our fall Stewardship effort chaired by Ricks Johnson. We entered 2009 with
51 pledges which was more than this parish has seen in a number of years. Last year, we established, for Christ
Episcopal Church and for the Community-at-large, the Bach Lunch series during Lent. This year the series will kick off
on Wednesday, March 4th, bringing back to Christ Episcopal Church the sounds of Bach as interpreted by talented
musicians throughout the Dublin Christian Community.  We will continue to be the “host” for the Diocese in its
Nomination, Election, and Transition of the 10th Bishop of the Diocese and with the renovation of the James Crabb
Episcopal Center, we will see other wonderful opportunities open up for us to serve God and do God’s work.
 
When we exercise that one component that makes Christians around the world different than any other group, FAITH,

cont’d on page 10
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we find that faith we have in God and Christ with the company of the Holy Spirit returned to us. When we do not
abandon HOPE and step out on faith we can and will do God’s work and proclaim God’s good news in Christ not
only by our words, but by our actions. We cannot allow or afford for the naysayers and the doomsday prophets drag
us down and steal our faith, extinguishing our hope. We, as the children of God and members of the Body of Christ
are at our best when we rise above the doom and gloom of the secular world and tend the business of God’s kingdom
in this world.
 
It has been my contention from the first day I arrived that this parish has extraordinary possibilities and potential in
serving God. I still believe that. I believe our faith is far greater than our fears and that hope is eternal. Let’s come
together in 2009 and kick this parish right into the arms of the Kingdom of God.
 
For the love of Christ and His Church . . . God’s peace and love,
 
 
The Very Rev. Louis O. Miller, Jr.
Rector

Dear Church Family,

During the holidays this year, and for several months prior, I was going through
one of the most trying times of my life.  During this time, I encountered some
very serious financial issues.  I had difficulty paying even the most needed
resources, mortgage, utilities, and food.  There was no food in the church food
pantry and no money in the church discretionary funds.  Most of you had no
idea there was need or that the church resources were empty.  Father Miller asked if
he could discuss this with a fellow member and ask for help.  I agreed.  I am very
grateful to the help I received and want to take this opportunity to thank you, and
to let others know of this person’s selfless deed that saved my home and livelihood.
I also want to ask that you search your hearts and pray that the Lord will provide
a monthly amount of money and food that you can contribute to these two funds.
My parents are dead.  I had no one to turn to but my church family.  Please help
keep these church tools avaialable.  You may not ever know who you are helping,
and you may be gone to Glory when one of these funds helps someone very close to
you.  Please be prayerful as to how God will lead you to help those in need.  Thank
you.  You are a wonderful church family!

Peace be with you,

Anonymous

cont’d from page 9
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  Lay Ministry for the Month of January

Acolytes January 4 January 11 January 18 January 25
Crucifier Destiny Downard Colson Shradar Johnathan McCain Samantha Childers
Torch  Johnathan McCain Molly Traylor Josh McCain Molly Traylor

Josh McCain John D. Traylor Destiny Downard John D. Traylor
Server Colson Shradar Pat Childers Colson Shradar Colson Shradar
Missal Samantha Childers Samantha Childers Pat Childers Pat Childers

Lay Eucharist Ministers Lay Readers
January 4 Ken Shradar January 4 Craig Gannaway
January 11 Norma Akins January 11 Pieter Vedder
January 18 Tom McCain January 18 Billy Steele
January 25 Henry Townsend January 25 Len Kisalus

Oblations Coffee Hour & Pot Luck
January 4 Pat Belcher & Caroline Traylor January 4 (Potluck) Harold & Norma Akins
January 11 John & Wendy Traylor January 11 Pat Belcher & Maryan Harris
January 18 Jim & Bonnie McMullan January 18 Jackie Bennett
January 25 Pat Belcher & Marie Powell January 25 Jack & Pat Childers

Ushers Altar Guild
Craig Gannaway & John Bell Joanne Forness, Pat Childers, Anne Childers

If you are unable to serve please let the parish secretary know as soon as possible so the names can be changed for the bulletin.

Christ Episcop al Church Nonprofit Organization
Dublin, Georgia   U.S. Postage Paid

        Dublin, GA
P.O. Box 417        Permit #244
318 Academy Drive
Dublin, GA  31040

Phone:  478-272-3003
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Make Christ known in our lives
and in the lives of others

Worship Services:
Sunday
  9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Worship with Holy Eucharist

Wednesday
 2:30 Holy Eucharist at Dodge State Prison (1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesday of each month)
 7:00   Holy Eucharist (Healing Service 1st Wednesday of each month)


